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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

AEROSPACE COMMUNITY SHOWS COMMITMENT TO ENHANCING  
HUMAN CAPITAL PRODUCTIVITY  

 
 

 AAIS-WDA Conference included the launch of the AAIS AeroProfessional Series and an 

industry dialogue with Minister for Manpower, Mr Gan Kim Yong – a first for the 

industry. 

 New AAIS Aerospace Human Capital Steering Committee aims to facilitate positive 
change in Singapore’s aerospace industry and beyond in the areas of training and 
human capital services. 

 The AAIS, together with the Committee and global HR consulting firm, Mercer, will 
also embark on the Aerospace Manpower Study this year.  

 
30 June 2010, SINGAPORE – The Association of Aerospace Industries (Singapore), or the 

AAIS, launched the AeroProfessional Series at the AAIS-Singapore Workforce Development 

Agency (WDA) Conference today. The Conference included an industry dialogue with the 

Minister for Manpower, Mr Gan Kim Yong, and is the first time the industry is engaging a 

Minister in such a Manner 

 

The AeroProfessional Series is an initiative by the AAIS, in collaboration with WDA. Spread 

over a 12-month period, this series of workshops and seminar sessions will be executed in 

line with the Singapore government’s call for productivity growth across all industries within 

the next 10 years. 

 

To include a total of four sessions designed to focus on a specific operational division within 

organisations at each session, the Series will bring together speakers who are experts in 

their fields, to educate on industry trends and impart strategies and good practices, through 

essential skills that would enhance organisational excellence. 

 

With the first session of the Series focusing on Human Capital, the industry dialogue with 

Minister Gan saw active participation from leaders from the aerospace community. 

 

Mr Charles Chong, President of the AAIS, said, “The AAIS is ready to kick-start the 

productivity effort for the benefit of the aerospace industry and the economy as a whole. 

We hope to see more aerospace and aerospace-related companies take advantage of the 
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AeroProfessional Series to not only improve workplace productivity, but also as a platform 

to network and share best practices.” 

 

In partnership with the AAIS, WDA was also in strong support of the AAIS AeroProfessional 

Series.  

 

Mr Chan Heng Kee, Chief Executive of WDA, said “These new initiatives are a reflection of the 

strong ongoing collaboration between WDA and AAIS in raising manpower capability in the 

aerospace industry.  The new AeroProfessional Series will supplement existing courses offered 

under the Aerospace WSQ framework.  It makes the overall skills development offering for 

the sector more comprehensive.”  

 

The event also saw the appointment of the AAIS Aerospace Human Capital Steering 

Committee (AHCSC) members. A steering committee of the AAIS, this is an industry-driven 

body comprising representatives from key industry sub-sectors, with the participation of the 

Ministry of Manpower, Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore, Singapore Economic 

Development Board, SPRING Singapore and the Singapore Workforce Development Agency 

(refer to Annex A for AHCSC members).  

 

With the aim of developing a world-class workforce to meet the industry’s needs through 

partnerships with Singapore-based educational institutions and other key stakeholders, the 

AHCSC is just one avenue where the AAIS works closely with the industry and government 

sector to upgrade the competency levels of the different pillars of the industry. 

 

“The formation of the AHCSC reflects the commitment of the aerospace community to 

improve manpower productivity in the workplace. I am confident that the AHCSC will not 

only influence positive change in human capital productivity in the aerospace industry, but 

also create benchmarks that other industries would want to achieve,” said Mr Chong, who is 

also Chairman of the AHCSC.  

 

In concert with the AHCSC, the AAIS also announced it will be embarking on an Aerospace 

Manpower Study with its working partners from Mercer. 

 

The AAIS-WDA Conference is a precursor to the AAIS’ Year of the AeroWorkforce – the 

theme and driving vision for the Association’s coming work year. This will be launched at the 

AAIS AeroIndustry Annual Meeting on 23 September 2010. 

 

 
-END- 
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About the Association of Aerospace Industries (Singapore)  
 
The Association of Aerospace Industries (Singapore) or "AAIS", a non-profit organisation, is a 
leading industry association for the Aerospace Industry in Singapore that represents 
companies from the Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO) sector, Aerospace 
Manufacturing sector, Research and Development / Training sectors and suppliers for civil 
air transport and aerospace defence. The AAIS endeavours to provide leadership by 
facilitating strategies in innovation competitiveness, technical standards and accreditation. 
It also serves as a forum for members to discuss and elevate relevant issues to policy-
makers and stakeholders. 
 
Within the AAIS, the AAIS AeroResource Centre focuses on building industry and manpower 
development capabilities, with the aim of enhancing the competitiveness of the aerospace 
industries and the capabilities of aerospace suppliers. It is the one-stop avenue for the 
aerospace industry’s growth needs and a launch pad for suppliers to establish themselves in 
the industry and overseas growth markets. Please visit www.aais.org.sg for more 
information and news about the AAIS. 
 
 
For media enquiries, please contact: 
Melissa Koh 
Corporate Communications 
Association of Aerospace Industries (Singapore) 
Tel:  +65 6787 5227 
Mobile: +65 9771 2210 
E-mail:   melissa@aais.org.sg 
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ANNEX A 

AAIS Aerospace Human Capital Steering Committee Members 
 

 
Chairman   

Mr Charles Chong President Association of Aerospace Industries (Singapore) 

Deputy Chairman   

Mr William Goh President Singapore Institute of Aerospace Engineers 

Members   

Dr Aloysius Tay Chief Executive Association of Aerospace Industries (Singapore) 

Mr Daniel Ng Deputy Division Head, 
Aviation Industry Division 

Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore 

Mr Jimmy Tan President & MD GE Aviation Service Operations (GEASO)   
Airfoil Technologies International-Singapore Pte Ltd 
 

Mr Andrew Dickinson General Manager International Engine Component Overhaul Pte Ltd 

Mr Joe Lau Managing Director JEP Precision Engineering Pte Ltd 

Mr Lee Ark Boon Divisional Director, 
Manpower Planning & Policy 
Division 

Ministry of Manpower 
 
 

Mr Gerald Yap Vice President, Asia Region Panasonic Avionics Corporation 

Mr Tin Ho Operations Director Rolls-Royce Singapore Pte Ltd 

Ms Zarina Piperdi Senior Vice President, 
Human Resources 

SIA Engineering Company 
 
 

Mr Gary Nutter CEO Singapore Aero Engine Services Pte Ltd 

Mr Sia Kheng Yok Director, Transport 
Engineering 

Singapore Economic Development Board 
 
 

Ms Julia Ng Director Singapore Workforce Development Agency 

Mr Simon Lim Director, Manufacturing & 
Engineering 

SPRING Singapore 
 
 

Mr Chew Sin Chor Vice President/General 
Manager 

ST Aerospace Ltd 

Mr Jimson Ngiam Director for Quality, HSE and 
Business Improvement 

Thales Aerospace 

 


