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: / THO\IAS I’ ""RALEY hcdd o[ tile chramentu based U

2 paSy. persomtomterwewn _engaglng-and franki— ______'T
;-T.H»,*Thc_i'rankncasﬂsl"‘ ems’in part from his. ilion-ina
' th“c@er!‘aﬂ'o'ﬁ". eraspeak’ withe thc authorllyﬂof a m".i"ﬁ" Y
T wihgowns the whole hall of wax., - . d
o . _Raley—is—{he—solc = slor.l« - b
e wm o h(ﬂdcr ™ ‘Ii'"com])'n‘ly“whit.h' Jo
—-— R TN ‘fi_?'f'ff-r-}-- V- e\peclv. lo gross $75 million
Lo N e this yomes tom stores in 21 |

Jocations in mine communi- f
i tics. The IlnﬂU'ﬂ___'Q_'l_y__QlL-]S,__a
==about $6mi m111ron | 1
“Silling..in “his sccond” “IToor 1
_office—at—1515-20th-St:;~the—:
{“other day, Raley talked ahout 1
the company's- origin_and |
owth—amd—where ™ he ¢x-
pects it to,go from heres X
Ile also traced the. path ]
1

1

P NI S
‘. B U

W

d-to-Sacramento {rom
h:q birthplace, the Ozark
Maurtamstown-olLead-Hill=—
|- Ark. The map shows Lead- .
S S L Hil is ncar Yellville and .
~ I - E Tlippin, close to the-Missouri
B “horder.: ' *“Just ,say Doone
County.” Raley qucslcd

R A SRR TS Y U



_ RIAE:  Ilc was onc of 14 children g
—T - Th ompas” P Raley .k W"_:“t‘cve n- -hoys—an (.l"T SEVEN-—1
renir ez ek — :;-g-nt*lﬁrmH13“--{a-ll1er;-wﬂegu1as»-—-
Raley, was a farmer Mondiy-through Saturday-and a-cir- ;
cuit-ridingaBaptistminister-on-Sundayservingfour-congre——
“Fations on arernate WeCReNds .- ot e g
__Afler gl‘:tr]u:li_i_glg frgnl_hig.l Jior 23 N0 aley af-

{Ended T busess colloge-in-Springlield, Mo., and_came {u;
California_at the age of 20 A broether. Lon,who_laler
(1928-40) }\‘.ilbi_;u.)_bn_diuisixn-}-mamrgcr-for"'S’in’ﬁiiﬁny Stores in .
Tnada, had precededt him {o {he Golden Stafe. Tonal The -
_thme-was-operating-a-grocery-husiness:i n-Bakersfield-but—
tom went to work in Los Angeles (or an ice and cold stor-

wage-Lirmelheg.le-joncd salc g cventually trans-

ferring to San-Francisco where_he managed several stores. __
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7 SATEWA Y OFFERED-RALEY-{he job of districet manag-
—~ ST T REmeseo and he declined. having decided to™
‘make it in the grocery business on his own. That.was in the
“Dopressionyvear 00 1930, e - s
b owanted to Tuild n stare in Placerville_and 1 had only...
31207 Raley recalled, 1 needed credit, so [ listed the chair: -
man of the board of Safeway as a reference. Suddenly every-
pody waswillingto:helpme.™ ;- 7 77 T
" The Placerville store cost $9,000. When it opened in Jan—
nary 19355, the stalt consisted of a clerk, a_meateutter and
—THC OWICT. 7 T
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— Raley-chuckles-aboul-the-sh pestring heginning-tl-didnit=1
Tave_any_capilal”_he salel, _'__'_Ig],lT___};U_a_[_[‘u];gfu_ﬂ.ﬂgﬁgﬂﬁ_'}émmr;i
e RNE How fo run a groeery store.” T
- e—expanded—aSacramentor - o0 and—hy—1044-had—)
TiJ_lJ_!" stores, The real erowlh has aeeurred in the last few

e ——-—.--.--—--.;—r—.-l-l-lil-.-'--‘wr""' -

Vit M, T g
~We opened g store in Carmichacl Wednesday and will
npesmother-at Lake ’I‘Hh't:r‘r:'_JJu"?im-'enihm';”'_H'E'éiﬁm; TWCIe )
nrojeeting an-additionat-eight new-umts in-the next fwo 7
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SWhen Raley speaks-of a unit, he means Q supermarket or
a drug store, In magt cases there are two-units al cach loca-.
Lion. lalev pionecred-the supermarket- drug siore combina-—
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"““"'mtl'a"h 1S COMPETING with much~Jarger “grocery_
“¢hains, _including_his_ fmmer._emplmer E:raieway._Mc:at_m‘__
~them have *Lrnne dlsmunt_aml in the pmcess ahandﬂned

__lrading stamps. : ’
"-“Hmv don't bother us a bit,” ‘Raley claimed. ‘Wu :u‘ent"*

_diseoun F&ndaw&-%m lﬂgwe-tﬁﬂi'ng—ﬁtam ps-and-we! re.rd OiNge-

veryiwell e b 1 1
The company’s objective hesaid, 1s lo- prm lﬂE"TEIEI Ser=—

__vice-and-give-people-as. ﬁfﬂdk,.lﬂ_"i{ﬂluﬂ.,ﬂb.}ﬂu :‘.‘:,r;m.ll.lmui-
hmtmq quality: fu,hmilju OuUr_ lharhu]]_ﬁ 10 gruatﬂr th_;m

'{H‘-.'{}HL else's— e
Raley 1en mLtLhm!'T]"n wmcilmw hn."En_Tlm os s largely—

responsible  for Ehu company's success, He calls it “the -
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“We dike to offer []auHuuame:r_:m|11uthiu;_,;_di££ﬂr:tnI.,;'_'_ha:__._.;
s This way wethuild an image for ourselves. X .
=eTRRE Trad S Empg— TS =T eyt tey—md =
“Tightly 10 the cost of groceries but we find that housewives |
“like them, sowe give stamps. e oo it
T Raley's higgest image builder, perhaps, 1s ils prime Mid-
wist corii-fed beef; supplied by-the-lowa-Raekers-eompity—
s We sell prime beel vxclusively and none of the other °

stures do.” Rulev said, 1t has been an overwhelming -suc-
cess. This is what I mean by the point ol difference.”
The company buys most of Its groceries’ through United (
Grocers, 2. 3,000-store_.cooperative; "Taley .15 =0nzthe-UG..
“Board of Dircetors. Raley's buys produce from growers in__“II
)

“{Tiis arca and has its own produce warchouse here. ik
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. l\I‘t"ﬁIﬂ\ 1S "L COSTLY ‘\IEIZh%HY i‘m* gmuery '::
~chains and Raley disclosed he 13 considering_going. public_t

—-selling -skock-in-the tm]mmhun a5 a means ol financing ¢
new stores. h

iy present abjectiveis to do this in two yeurs,” he said.
— By thal—time-our—volume_should tulﬁf—&}m-nnlhnnaﬁﬂﬁﬂf,zl'

There's no macic in the $100 million ficure but-1 have it in
_...t1‘|111{l sy a}mm:rrmlu‘ pmm‘fr:rr'mf{.nn{.,_::tmh_m the pub-_j
1|1 e -_-.-..-r-u-u--.--.._..f
“I*or one g, the offering will ¢ 11110 the people inour
arganizatjion, to share in the awnership.” 1Te is proud of the
organization he 1ma huilt up over the H}ah. saying“it=al=—;

most runs itself.’: | ' C
Raley is ¢ h'nrm'm of the -hoard. Ehm]e«.. Collings Is |}I'l"'['.,"":|l*
dent and James Teel is executive vice ]]IEHIﬂLI'Il ' ]

Freed of roulinerresponsibiiiHes-dn-the- operation,.Raleg..a
is concentrating on personal and mrpﬂmte ru*‘uI eamtu m- I

lerests, - ‘ . .
5 REL e n"'i—-“




-Generally ~he” ~buys~ the
Jproperty_for_a new slore ol
shopping center and sells 1

lo_a_developer.under.a. build-:
and-leasebhack dl]ﬂ‘r"l""’t':.‘l]‘nﬂ 11 P

JAbone time he-was Ta-prin-

~Cipal_owner_ol_ihe. Miramar|

—

1o LL]._J_tL..anLL.LaJ:h LtL.J_aLﬂt].!

the Mayfair Hotelin Los An-j
geles. He still owns the Mas
rina Inn in Broderick and is|

‘putting up building-on- thet
=15-acrevsile= there=for.leasey:

{o" {he Slale T'C FEo et
Board's Managemenl Dmel

opment Institute,




. He—owns=tho—two{ormer—
Miracle Mart_properlies._inl
Sacramento now occupied by
(he Raseo-Tempo-Stores. He
confesses © his - Miracle Mart}”
departnient— stores—ol —1heci-

1980 woere ammstake ol oo

—“Qurspeople_simply werel
not prepared to operate. Lhat |
kind of business. [t turned

~gut—ali-right;~though:=Rasco(”
bought the Risiness and W)

“xtill own the huildings <-4

—-—

- - e

-



	Text1:    Sacramento Bee, October, 1972


