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“The Obedient Patriarch,” Genesis 33:17-20; 35:1-7, 9-15
The returns (as ordered by God) (Genesis 25:1-4)

A. To Shechem (Genesis 33:17-20): Here Jacob buys a field and builds an altar, calling it
El-Elohe-Israel, meaning “God, the god of Israel.”

B. To Bethel (Genesis 35:1): At God’s command, Jacob returns to Bethel, where he first
saw the dream of the stairway to heaven.

The revival (Genesis 35:2-7): Jacob collects and buries all the idols in his camp, ordering
each person to “wash yourselves, and put on clean clothing.” Following this, Jacob builds
an altar and calls it El-bethel, meaning “the God of the house of God.”

The revelation (Genesis 35:9-15): God again confirms to Jacob the covenant he estab-
lished with Abraham.
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