African American
F a m i ly R e u n i o n s :
More than meets the eye
In fast paced modern life, with so many responsibilities,
demands and distractions, there’s one institution that keeps
us focused on the things that are truly important: Family.
Each year thousands of Americans separated by distance and
harried daily lives strengthen and renew family ties in the
age-old tradition of the family reunion. It’s an especially
powerful tradition in the African American community, a
tradition that encompasses far more than a simple gettogether for barbecue and swapping stories. On one level, the
family reunion reflects an emphasis on the family unit as
the glue of the African American community going back
dozens of generations. The family reunion is also a living
institution that fills many vital roles in the lives of African
American families. One of these roles is as a learning forum
where participants can learn how life is lived in other parts
of the country, hand down traditions and discover family
history. One of the key products here is a sense of identity
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and self-esteem that comes through getting in touch with
colorful family backgrounds and stories that describe the
courageous struggles of ancestors. There’s still another
d i m e n s i o n t o

family
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reunions.
They’ve gotten

According to Reunions Magazine, the traditional reunion

has evolved beyond the backyard cookout into an event

that’s limited only by a family’s imagination. Families are
turning them into full-fledged vacations to hotels and
resorts. They’re holding workshops, tours, contests and group
outings at sporting events and amusements parks. They’re
exploring family history and linking reunions to festivals
and celebrations. They’re even investing in vacation properties
for family use. In New Jersey you’ll find a wealth of activities
that will make your family reunion a memorable event. You’ll
find the perfect setting, whether it’s at the shore, the mountains or a luxurious hotel. And, you’ll find warm people ready
to welcome your family as part of our family.
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All the
Comforts
of Home

njoying the company of family can
be an even more satisfying experience
when it happens in warm surroundings
that offer the comforts of home. When
it comes to beautifully appointed
surroundings and old-fashioned
hospitality, New Jersey’s bed and
breakfast inns fit the bill.

Imagine, for instance, waking up in a
room decorated with period antiques
and Afrocentric touches at Akwaaba
by the Sea in Cape May, and joining the
family for a true southern style breakfast complete with grits, chicken and
waffles. A family outing on the beach
might follow, or a whale watching
cruise, or a trip to the zoo for the
kids…the possibilities are endless.

Akwaaba (the name means “welcome”
in Ghana) is just one of the Garden
State’s many bed and breakfast inns
which dot the state in close proximity
to great attractions and in settings
ranging from the shore to the mountains to cool country towns. They also
come in a variety of sizes suitable for
smaller, adults-only reunions as well
as for family affairs.

To find a “b and b” in NJ, visit the
New Jersey Bed and Breakfast Industry
Association’s Web site, www.njinns.com,
or call them at 866-449-3535.

Accommodations at Akwaaba By The Sea.

Let Us Help You Plan!



Did you know that you have
partners for planning your
reunion right here in New
Jersey? Each of New Jersey’s
six travel regions has its own
tourism council that can put
its expertise to work in helping
you with such items as finding
the right hotels and attractions
every member of the family will
enjoy. The help is free, it will
save you time and effort and,
best of all, it will help you
plan the perfect reunion.

New Jersey Regional
Tourism Councils:

Delaware River Region
www.visitsouthjersey.com
856-757-9400

Gateway Region
877-428-3930

Greater Atlantic City Region
www.actourism.org
866-719-TOUR (8687)

Shore Region
732-BIG-WAVE (244-9283)
www.shoreregion.com

Skylands Region
www.skylandstourism.org
1-800-4SKYLAND

Southern Shore Region
www.njsouthernshore.com

Cape May County:
800-227-2297

Cumberland County:
866-866-MORE (6673)
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he Skylands Region offers an abundance of wide-open
spaces, soaring mountains, and crystal clear lakes. Combine that
with entertaining attractions and you’ve got a great spot to catch up
with the entire family.
The Skylands have more than 60,000 acres of state parks
where you can fish, hike, canoe, explore and picnic in spectacular
natural surroundings. One notable spot is High Point State
Park in the New Jersey’s northern corner, which features a spectacular overlook from the state’s highest vista. The nearby Wallkill
River National Wildlife
Refuge, located in Sussex,
and Great Swamp National
Wildlife Refuge, further south
in Basking Ridge, are both great
spots for enjoying nature’s
diversity. On the state’s western
border, in Warren and Sussex
counties, the Delaware Water
Gap National Recreation
Area is well known as a place
where groups enjoy rafting, tubing, canoe and kayak excursions.
Water fun can be had
in the northern Skylands. At
5

SKYLANDS REGION

High Point State Park
973-875-4800
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parks
andforests/parks/highpoint.html

Great Swamp
National Wildlife Refuge
973-425-1222
http://greatswamp.fws.gov

Walkill River
National Wildlife Refuge
973-702-7266
http://wallkillriver.fws.gov

Delaware Water Gap
National Recreation Area
570-588-2451
http://www.nps.gov/dewa/

Mountain Creek
973-827-2000
www.mountaincreek.com

Crystal Springs
Golf Resort & Spa
973-827-5996
www.crystalgolfresort.com

Mountain Creek Waterpark in
Vernon, 36 acres are packed with more
than 24 slides, rides and pools. The
waterpark is just one small portion of
Mountain Creek, which is actually a fullservice, year-round resort that comes
alive in the winter months with skiing
and snowboarding fun. Lodging comes in
the form of luxurious townhomes with

access to an outdoor
heated pool and hot tubs.
Close by is the
Crystal Springs Golf
Resort and Spa, offering no fewer than five
award-winning golf
courses, world-class
resort facilities, gourmet dining, country
club and full service
spa facilities where you
can get pampered in style. Resort guests can stay at a state-of-the-art
hotel or in spacious condominiums.
Another northern Skylands spot where the family can get
together is Tomahawk Lake in Sparta, where catered picnics prepared
in an 1850s farmhouse will have guests eating all they want all day long.
In between meals and snacks, there’s swimming, boating, a beer garden
with weekend entertainment, miniature golf, and water slides. Further
east, in Rockaway Township, Craigmeur Recreation Complex
combines an all-you-can-eat menu with bumper boats, pony rides,
swimming, tennis and numerous other games.
Family excursion destinations in the Skylands include Wild
West City in Netcong, where Dodge City meets Disney World.
Located just off Interstate Route 80, the re-created frontier town



Works by Alonzo Adams: I, Too, Sing America (left) and The Underground.

most important venues
for showcasing fine
art created by African
American artists and
promoting cultural
awareness throughout
the region.
Art in the Atrium’s
annual exhibit at
the Morris County
Administration and
Records Building on
Court Street features
four floors of paintings,
sculpture, photographs,
collage and works in
mixed media by more
than 100 African
American artists.

Such talented figures as
Alonzo Adams, Cedric
Smith, Benny Andrews
and Janet Taylor Pickett
are among the masters
whose creative works
have inspired thousands and provided
greater insight into
the African American
experience. Many of
the works are for sale,
affording the public the
opportunity to enjoy
exquisite African
American art in
their homes.

To find out more, call
973-540-0615 or visit
www.artintheatrium.com

The exhibit’s sponsoring organization, Art
in the Atrium, Inc., also
conducts a year round
program promoting art.
Its efforts include art
education initiatives,
scholarships for visual
arts students, and
special events that
introduce and expose
both established and
emerging artists.

features 22 live action shows offering a taste of life in the old west,
plus stagecoach and train rides, shops, museums, food and entertainment. You can even rent the town’s Golden Nugget Saloon for
a catered event complete with music and old west demonstrations!
A drive west on I-80 will take you to another Skylands fantasy world, the Land of Make Believe in Hope. An emphasis on
parent participation with children makes its exciting rides, shows,
games, and water park a great place for parents, grandparents,
aunts and uncles to connect with the little ones of the family.
For an out-of-the-ordinary activity, you can try a visit to the
Lakota Wolf Preserve, near the Delaware River in Columbia.
The wildlife preserve offers the photography opportunities of a lifetime and the unique experience of watching and listening to packs
of tundra, timber, and arctic wolves in natural surroundings.
If you think your family is up for an out-of-this-world adventure,
how about a hot air balloon ride? InFlight Balloon Adventures
in Clinton offers free flying and tethered balloon rides for large groups.

SKYLANDS REGION
CONTINUED

Art in the Atrium

The Skylands may be
renowned for its natural beauty, but it is also
home to splendor crafted by human hands.
The Skylands municipality of Morristown
is host to Art in the
Atrium, an annual
exhibition that has
become recognized
as one of New Jersey’s

Tomahawk Lake
973-398-7777
www.tomahawklake.com

Craigmeur
Recreation Complex
973-697-4500
www.craigmeur.com

Wild West City
973-347-8900
www.wildwestcity.com

Land of Make Believe
908-459-9000
www.thelandofmakebelieve.com

InFlight Balloon Adventures
1-888-301-ADVENTURE (2383)
www.balloonnj.com

Liberty Village
Premium Outlets
908-782-8550
www.premiumoutlets.com
/libertyvillage

Lakota Wolf Preserve
1-877-733-9653
www.lakotawolf.com

Northlandz / Great
American Railway, Doll
Museum and Art Gallery
908-782-4022
www.northlandz.com

Paul Robeson
Boulevard/Somerville
908-725-2300
www.somervillenj.org/bdhist.html

Boonton
Underground
Railroad Sites
www.state.nj.us/state/history
/underground_rr.pdf

They’ll even host an event
for up to 200 people that
combines balloon rides
with an indoor banquet or
a catered outdoor picnic
complete with tent, volleyball, horseshoes and other
activities.
Just south of Clinton, the town of Flemington presents
a chance for a family to enjoy a choice of interesting attractions.
Liberty Village Premium Outlets has 60 major retailers offering steep discounts in a charming village setting. Northlandz is
home to The Great American Railway, The Doll Museum
and Art Gallery. The museum features the world’s largest model
railroad exhibition with more than eight miles of track and up
to 100 trains running daily. You’ll also find more than 200
collectible dolls from around the world, 250 paintings and works
of art, and a 500-seat music hall with a 2,000-pipe organ.
History buffs have plenty to see in the Skylands. Paul
Robeson Boulevard in Somerville offers several sites associated
with the 20th century renaissance man. St. Thomas A.M.E. Zion
Church is where the Reverend William Drew Robeson, a former
slave, served as pastor and his son, Paul, sang in the church choir.
One of the county’s first African American Churches, St. Thomas
also served as a station on the Underground Railroad. A bronze
plaque on the wall of Somerville Middle School Gym marks the site
of Robeson’s home, the original AME parsonage. Further up the
block, Somerville Board of Education headquarters occupies the
site of Somerville’s first high school – Robeson’s alma mater and
one of the few integrated high schools in the state at the time. Also
found in Somerville is New Cemetery, which incorporates the
area’s old “colored” cemetery and serves as the final resting place
of many African American Civil War veterans.
Just north of Somerville, in Bedminster, is Lamington
Black Cemetery. One of New Jersey’s most significant African
American burial grounds, it was lovingly restored by the local
community after years of neglect. Buried here are slaves, Civil War
soldiers and early members of the area’s Black community.
Another hotbed of history in the Skylands Region is
Boonton, which was a major station on the Underground Railroad.
Liberty Hall at 927 Main Street, the Grimes Homestead at
4 Craven Road, and the old Powerville Hotel on North Main
Street all served as safe havens for freedom seekers. ■

To find hotels in the Skylands Region:
http://njgin.state.nj.us/OIT_TravelGuide/accomodations.jsp
www.skylandstourism.org/members.htm
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*Note: Liberty Science Center is open through Labor Day 2005. After Labor Day, a major building expansion will
take place, and the Science Center will temporarily relocate to the historic Central Railroad of New Jersey Terminal in
nearby Liberty State Park.

The Statue of Liberty

spectacular venue for a family gathering is spacious
Liberty State Park, in Jersey City, where the Statue of
Liberty, Ellis Island and the Manhattan skyline form a dramatic backdrop and a two-mile promenade affords spectacular views of
the Hudson River. Here you will find several interesting attractions for side trips, such as the Ellis Island Immigration
Museum documenting the story of millions who came to
America’s shores from around the world. Liberty Science
Center is an interactive science museum with hands-on exhibits
that make science fun for kids of all ages.* It is also site of the
nation’s largest IMAX dome theater.
Liberty State Park is just one
possibility in New Jersey’s most populous
region. It’s an area teeming with diversity and excitement. It’s also easy to reach
and navigate with an excellent highway
transportation network, a major international airport and a wealth of rail,
ferry and bus options.
The thrill of sports is everywhere in the Gateway Region. The
Meadowlands Sports Complex in

COUNTIES OF BERGEN, ESSEX, HUDSON, UNION, PASSAIC AND MIDDLESEX

G AT E WAY R E G I O N
Liberty State Park
201-915-3403
www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/parks/liberty.html
Statue of Liberty
National Monument
212-363-3200
www.nps.gov/stli
Ellis Island
Immigration Museum
212-363-3206
www.ellisisland.com
Liberty Science Center
201-200-1000
www.lsc.org
Meadowlands
Sports Complex
201-935-3900
www.meadowlands.com
Newark Bears
973-848-1000
www.newarkbears.com
New Jersey Jackals
973-746-7434
www.jackals.com

Yogi Berra Museum
& Learning Center
973-655-2378
www.yogiberramuseum.org

Secaucus Outlets
www.secaucusoutlets.com

Jersey Gardens
908-354-5900
www.jerseygardens.com

The Mall at Short Hills
973- 376-7350
www.shopshorthills.com

New Jersey
Performing Arts Center
888-Go-Njpac
www.njpac.org

Essex County College
973-877-3000
www.essex.edu

New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra
800-ALLEGRO
www.njsymphony.org

Newark Museum
973-596-6550
www.newarkmuseum.org

Newark Public Library
973-733-7784
www.npl.org

New Jersey Historical Society
973-596-8500
www.jerseyhistory.org

Newark Symphony Hall
973-643-4550
www.newarksymphonyhall.org

African Globe
Theater Company
Newark
973-624-1584
www.africanglobe.com

Ironbound Section, Newark
973-424-1843
www.goironbound.com

Je’s Restaurant
973-623-8848

The Priory
973-242-8012

Rickey Henderson of the Newark Bears.

East Rutherford is home to
pro football, basketball,
hockey and soccer – plus a
thoroughbred and harness
racing track where groups
enjoy the action and dine
in style at top-of-the-line
restaurants and private
function rooms. Just west
of the Meadowlands, the area’s
minor league baseball teams,
the Newark Bears and the
New Jersey Jackals, who
play in Montclair, both have
special picnic areas for large
groups. Adjacent to the
Jackals stadium is the
Yogi Berra Museum and
Learning Center, which
recently acquired one of the country’s largest and most historically
significant collections of Negro Leagues memorabilia.
One prime attraction in the Gateway Region revolves around
something nearly everyone enjoys on vacation: shopping. There are
bargains to be had at the 100+ stores at the Secaucus Outlets and a
short drive south is Elizabeth’s
Jersey Gardens, the state’s
largest outlet mall and headquarters for a staggering range
of off-price retailers. Then there’s
Paramus, in Bergen County,
with one of the greatest concentrations of retail stores in the
United States, and The Mall at
Short Hills in Essex County,
among the country’s most
upscale shopping destinations.
Something else you’ll
find in abundance in the Gateway Region is culture. The Paper
Mill Playhouse in Millburn attracts more than 450,000
patrons annually with an award-winning mix of shows. The
Bergen Performing Arts Center in Englewood is a stop for
America’s top musical and comedic performers. The southernmost town in the region, New Brunswick, has made a name as a
theater spot with the State Theater and the George Street
Playhouse. Here, a post-show gathering might include dinner at
Makeda Ethiopian Restaurant or Delta’s, where upscale
Southern cuisine is what’s for dinner.



G AT E WAY R E G I O N
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Something else that
might be awakened
after a busy day in
Newark enjoying family
and local attractions is
your appetite. Newark’s
Ironbound section is
host to dozens of ethnic
restaurants well suited
for big group celebrations. Try Spanish and
Portuguese seafood
delights, or Brazilian
rodizio, a feast where
round after round of
sizzling grilled meats
are brought to the table.
You can also find down
home flavors at such
spots as Je’s Restaurant,
serving traditional soul
food, and The Priory,
where southern cuisine
meets live jazz
entertainment.

and dozens of art
galleries sure to
awaken the senses.

Performance at the Globe Theater Works

events celebrating
African American
themes. At Essex
County College, you’ll
be inspired by the
ten-foot bronze “Behold
Monument” a replica
of a monument that
stands at the King
Center for Non-Violence
in Atlanta. Also in
Newark is Symphony
Hall, headquarters
for the African Globe
Theater Works performance company,

The Behold Monument, sculptor Patrick Morelli
at Essex County College.

Attractions Galore in Newark
Newark is a compact
city with a big list of
things to do. In a radius
of just a few blocks the
city has an incredible
array of attractions.
The New Jersey
Performing Arts
Center (NJPAC) is a
state-of-the-art venue
where the leading lights
of stage and song star
in productions celebrating art forms ranging
from gospel to modern
dance. The Grammy
Award-winning New
Jersey Symphony
Orchestra makes

its home at the center,
which is within walking
distance of the Newark
Museum and its eclectic collection of exhibitions celebrating world
cultures. A hands-on
natural science exhibit
is also among the
museum’s leading
attractions. Nearby
are the Newark Public
Library and the New
Jersey Historical
Society, both of which
focus on exhibits and

Paper Mill Playhouse
973-376-4343
www.papermill.org

Bergen Performing
Arts Center
201-816-8160
www.bergenpac.org

State Theater
1-877-STATE11
www.statetheatrenj.org

George Street Playhouse
732-246-7717
www.georgestplayhouse.org

Makeda
Ethiopian Restaurant
732-545-5115
www.makedas.com

Delta’s Restaurant
732-249-1551
www.deltasrestaurant.com

Trumpets Jazz Club
973-744-2600
www.trumpetsjazz.com

Studio Players
973-744-9752
www.studioplayhouse.org

Luna Stage
973-744-3309
www.lunastage.org

Montclair State
University TheatreFest
973-655-3004
www.montclair.edu

Umoja Dance Company
973-674-0285
www.umojadance.com

Great Falls National
Historic Landmark District
973-225-0826
www.patersongreatfalls.com

Gethsemane Cemetery
County Historic Site
201-339-7274
www.co.bergen.nj.us/parks
(select “Historical Museums
& Sites” from menu)

One Gateway
Region town with a
lively African American
cultural scene is
Montclair. Jazz
lovers can catch
concerts at many
venues in town,
including Trumpets
Jazz Club, the
state’s top jazz
cabaret. For stage
performances, there are such companies as Studio Players and
Luna Stage, plus Montclair State University’s TheatreFest.
Montclair is also the home of Umoja Dance Company, which
blends West African and modern dance.
A few miles north is Paterson’s Great Falls National
Historic Landmark District, where American industry grew up
and such advances as the revolver, the submarine and continuous
sheet paper were first created. It’s also home to a
spectacular 77-foot waterfall, one of the largest in the East. And east
of Paterson, in the town of Little Ferry, Gethsemane Cemetery
County Historic Site offers insight into the lives of slaves, Civil
War veterans and African American citizens who helped build New
Jersey in the 18th and 19th centuries. ■

To find hotels in the Gateway Region:

http://njgin.state.nj.us/OIT_TravelGuide/accommodations.jsp



Wings of Courage, as performed at the State Theater

African Globe Studios

New Jersey Performing Arts Center.
New Jersey Performing Arts Center performance of Balé Folclórico da Bahia; photo by Mariza Vianna.
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et’s start on the Delaware River waterfront in Camden, a
great place to spend the day at several notable family attractions.
First, there’s the Adventure Aquarium, which reopens in May
2005 after a major expansion. Visitors to Adventure Aquarium
will be able to explore a West African River exhibit featuring hippopotamuses, free-flying birds and crocodiles. They will surround
themselves with sharks in a 40-foot walk-through tunnel and
experience the wonders of the deep sea in an IMAX theater.
Nearby is the Battleship New Jersey, America’s most
decorated battleship and one of the largest ever built. Visitors can
enter the ship’s legendary 16-inch gun turrets, visit the Combat
Engagement Center, take command of a combat flight simulator,
and participate in a simulated launch of a Tomahawk missile. As
you climb the ship’s original ladders and companionways and
explore the captain’s and admiral’s cabins, you’ll learn more about
the U.S.S. New Jersey’s distinguished service in World War II,
Korea, Vietnam and the Persian Gulf.
You can recharge your batteries at the Ulysses S. Wiggins

D E L AWA R E R I V E R R E G I O N

Adventure Aquarium
www.adventureaquarium.com
856-365-3300

Battleship New Jersey
856-966-1652
www.battleshipnewjersey.org

Ulysses S. Wiggins
Waterfront Park
Concert Hotline 856-216-2170 /
Special Events 856-216-2122
www.camdencounty.com/
government/offices/parks/
pk_wiggins.html

Camden Children’s Garden
856-365-TREE (8733)
www.camdenchildrensgarden.org

Tweeter Center
856-365-1300
www.tweetercenter.com

Rutgers-Camden
Center for the Arts
856-225-2700
www.camden.rutgers.edu/

South Jersey
Performing Arts Center
856-342-6633
www.sjpac.com

Walt Whitman
Cultural Arts Center
856-964-8300
www.waltwhitmancenter.org

Waterfront Park, a lush green space where you can also enjoy
special events, fireworks and evening concerts. Or, let
the kids indulge their curiosity just a short distance
away at the Camden Children’s Garden, a 4acre interactive garden that includes such theme
exhibits as dinosaur, storybook and picnic lunch
gardens, and an underground maze. You can also go for
carousel and train rides.
When it comes to entertainment, there’s plenty to do on
the Camden Waterfront. The Tweeter Center has a unique
indoor-outdoor design that allows it to host headline event concerts
and family shows in both open-air amphitheater and intimate
theater settings. The Rutgers-Camden Center for the Arts
provides a wonderful mix of exciting exhibits and live performances
that have featured such stars as Danny Glover, Charles Dutton and
Dianne Reeves. The South
J e r s e y P e r f o r m i ng A r t s
Center is the waterfront’s home
for theater, dance, comedy and
musical entertainment, offering a
who’s who of headline acts. The
Walt Whitman Cultural Arts
Center sponsors literary, performing and visual arts programs
with a special emphasis on
programs for children. At
Campbell’s Field you can watch
minor league baseball with the
marvelous backdrop of the
Benjamin Franklin Bridge, which
spans the Delaware River beyond
the outfield wall.
There’s quite a bit of
history in such Camden spots as
Cooper’s Ferry, near the aquarium, which was first a slave port
and then a landing spot for
Underground Railroad freedom
seekers. A nearby station on the
Underground Railroad was
Macedonia A.M.E. Church,
Camden’s oldest Black church,
established in 1832.
Another major historic site
in the region is Lawnside, New
Jersey’s largest historically Black town.
Here, just a few miles outside

Dianne Reeves.



D E L AW A R E R I V E R R E G I O N

Camden, you’ll find historic homes,
churches, schools and other buildings built
by and for the town’s African American
community, including the Peter Mott
House, which serves as a museum.
Built in 1844, it is one of a few existing Underground Railroad stations
owned and operated by an African
American. Other notable structures are Mt. Pisgah A.M.E.
Church, one of the state’s oldest
A.M.E. congregations, and Mt. Peace Cemetery, final resting place of
John Lawson, an African American sailor awarded the Congressional Medal
of Honor for his extraordinary bravery in the Civil War.
Follow the Delaware River north and you will find New Jersey’s
state capital, Trenton, and an opportunity to enjoy a family sports
outing. There’s baseball at Waterfront Park, home of the New York
Yankees Class AA affiliate, the Trenton Thunder, and a cornucopia of
sporting events at Sovereign Bank Arena. You might like to rent an
executive suite for the entire family and take in college basketball, minor
league hockey, pro wrestling, or the Harlem Globetrotters. Concerts
and family shows, like Disney on Ice, are also featured.
Dining and evening entertainment are among Trenton’s prime
attractions. The city’s downtown section is known for its good food and
live jazz. Speaking of jazz…if you schedule your reunion in late summer,

as a center for
anti-slavery activism
and you can take a
self-guided walking
tour of Underground
Railroad sites. The
state’s oldest pharmacy (the building was
constructed in 1731
and has housed a drug
store since 1841) is
Burlington Pharmacy
on High Street, once



owned by the
abolitionist Quaker
William J. Allinson.
He used his store for
anti-slavery rallies
and oral tradition has
it that tunnels under
this building hid
slaves as part of
the Underground
Railroad.

African American past, which can trace its beginnings to the late
1600s? The Historical Society of Princeton helps visitors
arrange self-guided tours of some 25 landmark African American
sites, like the birthplace of Paul Robeson, who achieved worldwide
fame as an All-American football player, author, singer, actor, and
civil rights activist. Time in Princeton can also be enjoyed shopping at
trendy downtown boutiques or with a show at the Tony-Award winning
McCarter Theater and Center for the Performing Arts.
In the Delaware River Region, there are all kinds of possibilities
for a creative family outing. How about thrill rides and fun in the water
at Clementon Amusement Park and Splash World Waterpark?
Or an evening at America’s longest running, regularly scheduled
Saturday night rodeo, Cowtown Rodeo in Salem County? ■

strate African
American life over
three centuries. In
Burlington City, you
can view Burlington
Island, where African
slaves were held as
far back as 1659, when
it was a part of the
Dutch colony of
New Netherlands.
Burlington City was
particularly important

The Cradle of Emancipation

A Delaware River
Region adventure that
might get everyone
talking about family
history is a guided
tour of Burlington
County, called
the “Cradle of
Emancipation” for its
rich African American
history. Sixteen sites
in nine towns demon-

New Jersey
State Museum
609-292-6464
www.state.nj.us/
state/museum

McCarter Theater
and Center for the
Performing Arts
1-888-ARTSWEB
www.mccarter.org

The Historical
Society of Princeton
609-921-6748
www.princetonhistory.org

Historic Burlington County
www.co.burlington.nj.us/
tourism/history/african.htm

Historic Burlington City
609-386-3993
www.tourburlington.org

Clementon
Amusement Park and
Splash World Waterpark
856-783-0263
www.clementonpark.com

Cowtown Rodeo
856-769-3200
www.cowtownrodeo.com

To find hotels in the Delaware River Region:

www.visitsouthjersey.com/hotel_directory.asp

http://njgin.state.nj.us/OIT_TravelGuide/accomodations.jsp

Afro-Latin Jazz Orchestra at the McCarter Theater.

C O N T I N U E D

Campbell’s Field/
Camden Riversharks
1-866-SHARKS9
www.riversharks.com
Macedonia A.M.E. Church
856-365-3840
Lawnside Historical
Society / Peter Mott House
856-546-8850
www.petermotthouse.org
Mt. Pisgah A.M.E. Church
856-547-5568
Trenton Waterfront Park/
Trenton Thunder
609-394-3300
www.trentonthunder.com
Sovereign Bank Arena
609-656-3222
www.sovereignbankarena.com
The Mill Hill Saloon
609-394-7222
www.millhillsaloon.com
Trenton Jazz Festival
609-989-3628
www.trentonnj.org

your family can celebrate together at the annual Trenton Jazz Festival,
regarded as one of the top jazz events on the East Coast.
Great places to take the kids in Trenton include the State
Museum, home to dinosaurs and fossils galore as well as a state-ofthe-art planetarium where they can zoom into space.
The nearby town of Princeton is well known as home of
Princeton University, but did you know about this historic town’s

Camden Children’s Garden.
Artist’s rendering of Camden’s new Adventure Aquarium.

18-24 months before
> Determine interest > Start
mailing list > Form reunion
committee(s); establish responsibilities and schedules >
Keep records of everything
> Develop budget and bookkeeping system > Scout locations and facilities > Contact
convention and visitors or
tourism bureaus.

5 months before
> Confirm reservations,
entertainment, photographer,
caterer > Send mailing to
newly located people as
they’re found > Choose menu
> Announce event to local
news media, elected officials.

Six weeks before
> Complete directory/memory
book and deliver to the printer
> Write checklist for reunion
tasks > Designate assignments
for reunion volunteers.

6-9 months before
> Send second mailer, include
registration form, cost and
updated list of missing persons
> Schedule events and activities
program, speakers, awards
ceremony, tours.
> Reserve a block of rooms
> Begin souvenir directory/list
of attendees/memory book.

P L A N N I N G YO U R FA M I LY R E U N I O N
Putting
together a
reunion event
smoothly
requires a bit
of planning skill
and creativity –
something every
family is sure to
have plenty of.
Here is a checklist of planning
items that may
be helpful in
your efforts.

12 months before
> Send first mailer, include
names of missing persons,
tentative schedule plans,
suggestions (tours, souvenirs,
memory books), theme, and
approximate cost > Set date(s)
> Choose location > Select
theme > Arrange or hire entertainment, caterer, photographer, videographer, printer.

2-4 months before
> Meet with hotel staff; visit
facility with reunion committee
> Select decorations, signs,
banners, and order printed
items > Reserve rental equipment > Submit personalized
souvenir order (t-shirts, mugs,
caps, etc.).

Two weeks before
> Purchase last-minute decorations and incidental supplies
> Reconfirm meeting, sleeping
and eating accommodations
> Review final checklist.
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The day before
> Determine location staff
contacts for your reunion
> Solve last-minute problems
> Review final details with
reunion committee.

Reunion Day(s)
> Set up registration tables,
rental equipment, displays
> Juggle details: volunteers,
food, photographer, games,
entertainment
> Decorate
> Salute volunteers
> Enjoy!

Afterward
> Reflect and evaluate what worked, what didn’t
> Complete bookkeeping,
settle accounts
> Write thank-you notes to
volunteers, hotel staff, caterers
> Start planning your next
reunion.

Permission from:
“Reunions Master Plan
for a Successful Family
Reunion”, a publication
of Black Meetings &
Tourism, 2003
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Gateway National
Recreation Area
732-872-5970
www.nps.gov/gate
Tuckerton Seaport
609-296-8868
www.tuckertonseaport.org
Keansburg Amusement Park
732-495-1400
www.keansburgamusementpark.com
Jenkinson’s Aquarium
732-899-1212
www.jenkinsons.com/aquarium
Point Pleasant Offshore
Powerboat Race
732-583-8501
www.homestead.com/njoff
shore/NJoffshore2.html

and and surf form wonderful surroundings for a family
reunion. In New Jersey’s Shore Region there are 71 miles of
Atlantic Ocean beaches with a variety of personalities, from the
Victorian charm of Avon-by-the-Sea and Ocean Grove to the
soothing atmosphere of Island Beach State Park, where the
sand dunes and beaches have changed little over the centuries.
Gateway National Recreation Area, Sandy Hook
Unit offers popular beaches, fishing and the chance to tour two
distinct historic sites: Fort
Hancock, which has guarded the
entrance to New York Harbor for
more than a century and Sandy
Hook Lighthouse, the oldest
lighthouse still in use in the United
States. Sandy Hook is one of five
lighthouse locations in this region.
Others are found, from north to
south, at Highlands, Sea Girt, Barnegat and Tuckerton.Tucker’s
Island Light located in Southern Ocean County is at the center
of Tuckerton Seaport, an authentic working seaport village with
re-created historical structures, demonstrations, shops and exhibits
that illustrate traditional life in coastal New Jersey.

Sandy Hook Lighthouse.
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Island Beach State Park
732-793-0506
www.state.nj.us/dep/parksand
forests/parks/island.html

Six Flags
Great Adventure
732-928-1821
www.sixflags.com

New Jersey Fishing
Information
609-292-2965
www.njfishandwildlife.com

PNC Bank Arts Center
732-335-8698
www.artscenter.com

Asbury Park Jazz
and Gospel Festival
732-775-2100
www.cityofasburypark.com

Red Bank Jazz
and Blues Festival
732-775-4100
www.redbankfestival.com

Count Basie Theatre
732-842-9000
www.countbasietheatre.org

Englishtown Auction
732-446-9644
www.englishtownauction.com

Jackson Outlet Village
732-833-0503
www.jacksonoutletvillage.com

Monmouth Park
732-222-5100
www.monmouthpark.com

James Moody

Dizzy Gillespie

Fishing is a favorite shore activity. There’s surfcasting,
pier fishing and crabbing on land, or you can take to the sea. Party
boats found up and down the shore run half- and full-day group
expeditions to abundant fishing grounds filled with bluefish,
striped bass, tuna, fluke and more. For the non-fishers, you
can still roll on the ocean waves and enjoy the smell of salt air by
chartering a boat for a sightseeing trip.
Families can link their reunions to one of the many special

Count Basie

events that fill the Shore Region’s calendar. PNC Bank Arts
Center, a major performance venue in the Monmouth County
town of Holmdel, hosts an annual African American festival featuring African crafts, soul food, jazz, steel bands and gospel choirs. Also
in Monmouth, the Asbury Park Jazz and Gospel Festival draws
music lovers to an annual two-day event held every summer, while
the Red Bank Jazz and Blues Festival is a celebration of music,
food and art on the banks of the Navesink River. Red Bank, by the
way, is home to the Count Basie Theatre, a great place to take in
a show. The theater honors Red Bank native William James “Count”
Basie, the great Big Band leader who recorded “The Red Bank
Boogie” and “The Kid from Red Bank.”
You’re in New Jersey, so of course you can enjoy shopping.
Englishtown Auction, in Englishtown, is a bargain hunter’s dream
with a sprawling 40-acre location that combines a flea market, outlet
center, farmers market and arts, crafts and antiques fair. From there,
a ride south along back country roads will bring you to the Jackson
Outlet Village, which features 70 brand
name stores like Banana Republic,
Timberland, Tommy Hilfiger and Nike.
Sports action is never far away in
the Shore Region. Monmouth Park in
Oceanport features thoroughbred horse
racing and facilities for group dining and
parties. At Freehold Raceway, in
Freehold, harness racing is the game at this historic track that dates
back to 1853. For baseball fans, there’s the Lakewood Blue Claws,
who offer meeting facilities, picnics, and luxury suite rentals at their
home field, FirstEnergy Park in Lakewood.
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The boardwalks aren’t
the only spot for rides
and amusements.
Inland, in Jackson
Township, is Six Flags
Great Adventure,
America’s top seasonal
theme park. There are
more than 100 rides,
shows and attractions,
including “Kingda Ka,”
billed as the tallest,
fastest roller coaster
on Earth with a height
of 456 feet and speeds
of up to 128 miles
per hour! There’s
also the Looney Tunes
Seaport, a special
section filled with
rides for young
children, the 45-acre
Hurricane Harbor
water adventure park,
and Six Flags Wild
Safari, where you can
see more than 1,200
free-roaming animals
from around the world
as you drive through
in your car or ride
an excursion bus.

fest. Further down
the shore is Seaside
Heights, a cornucopia
of bright lights and
thrilling rides.

Excitement “Down the Shore”

Family fun and thrills
are a hallmark of the
Shore Region. At its
northern end is Keansburg Amusement Park,
a playground for kids
of every age, offering
group packages to
enjoy rides and the
Runaway Rapids
Waterpark, which
has been totally
rebuilt for 2005.
A ride south along
the shore will take
you through such
towns as Point
Pleasant Beach,
a classic family
destination. Its
boardwalk is filled
with rides, arcades,
amusements,
and Jenkinson’s
Aquarium, where
the sights include
penguins, sharks,
alligators and exotic
sea life. One big
Point Pleasant event
is the annual Offshore
Powerboat Race,
where the ocean
equivalent of drag
racers bounce along
the surf in an adrenaline-pumping speed

Kingda Ka at Six Flags Great Adventure

“The Gatekeeper,” a mural
of Clinton Pearson Heath, by
Bob Mataranglo, located at
Middletown’s Heath Farm.

Freehold Raceway
732-462-3800
www.freeholdraceway.com

Lakewood Blue Claws
732-901-7000
www.blueclaws.com

Heath Farm
732-671-0566
http://heathfarm.
tripod.com/peacelane

Fort Monmouth U.S. Army
Communications Museum
732-532-1682
www.monmouth.army.mil
/C4ISR/services/museum.shtml

African American traditions run strong in the Shore
Region. Heath Farm in Middletown, founded in the 1870s by a
freed slave, gives visitors a chance to experience life on an African
American family farm. Groups can enjoy a children’s garden, a
blacksmith shop, a sugar cane mill, an exhibit of antique agricultural
equipment and a live honey bee colony.
You can learn about more modern history at Fort
Monmouth in Eatontown, the center of electronics development
for the U.S. Army. It’s called the “Black Brain Center of the U.S”
by virtue of the fact that African American scientists and engineers
flourished here at a time when other research facilities would not
provide them with opportunities. It was here that these scientists
were awarded 70 patents for innovations like The Global
Positioning System (GPS). You can learn more about the breakthroughs
that came out of Fort Monmouth at the United States Army
Communications Electronics Museum housed on the base*. ■

*Note: Because of security restrictions visits must be arranged in advance.

To find hotels in the Shore Region:

http://njgin.state.nj.us/OIT_TravelGuide/accomodations.jsp
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Ripley’s Believe It
Or Not! Museum
609-347-2001
www.ripleys.com
Rainforest Café
Atlantic City
609-345-5757
www.rainforestcafe.com
Planet Hollywood
Atlantic City
609-347-7827
www.planethollywood.com
Steel Pier Amusement Pier
1-866-386-6659
www.steelpier.com

ow about this for a family reunion destination: Beaches.
Hotels and resorts that make a living keeping big groups happy with
comfortable accommodations, large meeting spaces and sumptuous food service. A little casino gaming and A-list entertainment
for the grown-ups. Amusements and attractions galore for the
kids. Easy accessibility with major expressways, train service and an
international airport. Sound good? Here’s more about the
Greater Atlantic City Region.
Atlantic City itself is one of America’s most popular travel destinations, drawing more than 32 million people annually.
The biggest draws are the 12 casino hotels, with their lush décor,
over-the-top buffets, games of chance and stage shows featuring
top recording artists, comedians and some of the biggest names in
show biz. The casinos are worlds unto themselves, complete with
shops, restaurants and service staff that cater to your every whim.
But the casinos are just a starting point when it comes to attractions
worthy of a big group outing.

A Rich Heritage in AC

Jazz at Chicken Bone Beach.

Chances to explore
African American
history and heritage
abound. On the Atlantic
City shore is Chicken
Bone Beach between
Missouri and
Mississippi Avenues.
This once-segregated
area was a vibrant center for entertainment
and family fun. Blackowned businesses
abounded in the surrounding area, which
drew such entertainers
as Sammy Davis Jr.,
Ray Charles, Pearl
Bailey, Cab Calloway
and James Brown – all
of whom performed
regularly in local

black-owned clubs
such as Club Harlem,
the site of which is
commemorated by a
plaque on Kentucky
Avenue. For the past
few summers, Chicken
Bone Beach has been
home to a summer
jazz concert series.

The story of Atlantic
City’s African
American community
is told at such sites
as the Atlantic City
Historical Museum
and the Atlantic City
Art Center. AC’s Civil
Rights Garden commemorates the struggle for equal standing.
Pop Lloyd Stadium
honors Baseball Hall

of Fame member John
Henry “Pop” Lloyd,
called “the best shortstop ever” by none
other than Babe Ruth.
The All Wars
Memorial Building
pays tribute to African
American war veterans whose names were
excluded from an allWhite war memorial
built in the 1920s.
When it comes to
traditional tastes, a
few Atlantic City spots
worth checking out
include Fish Heads,
whose signature dish
is “soul slaw” made
with pineapple juice
and served with such
favorites as ribs and



greens. In nearby
Pleasantville, enjoy
Kelsey & Kim’s Soul
Food & Barbecue
or Wash’s Inn, a
200-seat seafood and
soul restaurant that’s
great for groups.

The heritage doesn’t
stop at Atlantic City’s
borders. West of the
city, in the town of
Newtonville, there’s
the African American
Heritage Museum of
Southern New Jersey,
home to a rich collection of artifacts
chronicling history
and culture.

There’s the world-famous Atlantic City boardwalk, a
major destination going back to the 1870s. Along its five-mile
length you’ll find such stops as the Ripley’s Believe It Or Not!
Museum, with more than 400 exhibits detailing the amazing and
the bizarre. The Rainforest Café provides a chance to enjoy a
meal and enjoy a tropical adventure complete with waterfalls,
entertaining animatronic gorillas, trumpeting elephants and
whimsical butterflies. At Planet Hollywood, there’s California
cuisine amid the backdrop of a $30 million memorabilia

G R E AT E R AT L A N T I C C I T Y R E G I O N
C O N T I N U E D

Central Pier
Arcade & Speedway
609-345-5219
Historic Boardwalk Hall
609-348-7000
www.boardwalkhall.com
The Pier at Caesars
800-443-0104
www.caesarsac.com
The Ocean Life Center
609-348-2880
www.oceanlifecenter.com
The Sandcastle / Atlantic City Surf
609-344-TURF
www.acsurf.com
Atlantic City Outlets, The Walk
609-343-0081
www.acoutlets.com
Historic Smithville
609-652-7777
www.smithvillenj.com
Absecon Lighthouse
609-449-1360
www.abseconlighthouse.org
Lucy the Elephant
609-823-6473
www.lucytheelephant.org
Edwin B. Forsythe
National Wildlife Refuge
609-652-1665
http://forsythe.fws.gov
Renault Winery
609-965-2111
www.renaultwinery.com
Tomasello Winery
1-800-MMM-WINE
www.tomasellowinery.com

collection of props, costumes and artifacts from top Tinseltown
productions. The renowned Steel Pier Amusement Pier has
rides, games, prize wheels, a food court and breathtaking views
stretching out over the Atlantic Ocean. Central Pier Arcade &
Speedway has NASCAR go-carts and paintball. Historic
Boardwalk Hall, traditional home to the Miss America Pageant,
offers everything from concerts, ice shows and family programs to
boxing and arena football. The Pier at Caesars, opening in
2005, will include a world-class roster of elite retailers like Gucci,
Louis Vuitton and Burberry, plus nine top restaurants.
Running parallel to the boardwalk are four miles of white
sandy beaches with free admission. In addition to swimming, you can
enjoy the water in a few other ways. At Gardner’s Basin, in Atlantic
City’s waterfront district, you can arrange a group fishing cruise or a
sightseeing tour to enjoy the skyline or spot dolphins. The basin is
also home to The Ocean Life Center, featuring ten unique maritime exhibits with more than 100 varieties of fish and marine life,
along with touch tanks and computer enhanced information stations.
For the sports enthusiasts in the family, you might try a golf
outing at one of the 26 championship courses in the AC area. Or,
head to The Sandcastle, Atlantic City’s state-of-the-art ballpark
for a group buffet on the party deck and a pro baseball game. The bargain

Balic Winery
609-625-2166
www.balicwinery.com

Chicken Bone Beach
609-441-9064 or 609-841-6897
www.chickenbonebeach.org

Atlantic City
Historical Museum
609-347-5839
www.acmuseum.org

Atlantic City Art Center
609-347-5837
www.aclink.org/acartcenter

Atlantic City Civil Rights
Garden (at Carnegie Library)
www.njcrda.com/civilrightsgarden.html

Pop Lloyd Stadium
609-927-1597
www.popsballyard.org

Fish Heads
609-347-8882

Kelsey & Kim’s Soul Food
609-484-8448

Wash’s Inn
609-641-8740
www.washscatering.com

African American
Heritage Museum of
Southern New Jersey
609-704-7262
www.aahemsnj.org

hunters will love the outlet shops at The Walk, featuring exciting
name brand fashions at discount prices of up to 70 percent off!
There’s plenty to do a short drive just outside the Atlantic
City limits. Historic Smithville is a quaint village with more
than 60 unique shops, award-winning restaurants and artisans.
Smithville also sponsors shows, special events and activities for the

kids, including train and paddleboat rides. In Absecon, you’ll find
Absecon Lighthouse, New Jersey’s tallest at 171 feet that affords
panoramic views of the ocean and shore. Margate is home to Lucy
the Elephant, a 65-foot-high wooden pachyderm that’s been
designated a National Historic Landmark and is open for tours. A
great time outdoors can be had at Edwin B. Forsythe National
Wildlife Refuge in Oceanville, which is known for beautiful
shore habitats and an enormous variety of wildlife, especially birds.
The New Jersey wine country offers wine tasting and tours at such
spots as Renault Winery in Egg Harbor, Tomasello Winery in
Hammonton and Balic Winery in Mays Landing. ■

To find hotels in the Greater Atlantic City Region:

http://njgin.state.nj.us/OIT_TravelGuide/accomodations.jsp

http://www.actourism.org/lodging.html
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t’s a place with a pace that’s perfect for everyone in the family,
filled with lazy days on sun-drenched beaches, action-filled jaunts
on the boardwalk, and thoughtful journeys that awaken the senses.
It’s New Jersey’s Southern Shore.
Cape May is a classic destination, America’s oldest
seashore resort. It’s filled with more than 600 lovingly restored
Victorian homes that give the town a classic charm. Warm bed and
breakfast inns, tons of shops and award-winning restaurants round
out a look and feel that has “class” written all over it.
But Cape May is far from stodgy. The town bursts with
sound during the Cape May Music Festival, an annual celebration of symphonies, and the Cape May Jazz Festival, a twiceyearly affair that brings in some of the biggest names in jazz. There
are wildlife adventures to be had at Cape May County Zoo, with
180 species of animals and an African Savanna. The Cape is also
one of America’s top spots for watching migrating birds and
butterflies; Cape May Point State Park is one popular lookout.

SOUTHERN SHORE REGION

Cape May Music Festival
1-800-275-4278
www.capemaymac.org

Cape May Jazz Festival
609-884-7277
www.capemayjazz.org

Cape May County Zoo
609-465-5271
www.capemaygov.net

Cape May Point State Park
609-884-2159
www.state.nj.us/dep/park
sandforests/parks/capemay.html

Cape May Whale Watcher
1-800-786-5445
www.capemaycountygov.net

Cape May Trolley Tours
1-800-275-4278
www.capemaymac.org

Morey’s Piers
609-522-3900
www.moreyspiers.com

Golden Inn
Oceanfront Resort
609-368-5155
www.goldeninn.com

Historic Cold Spring Village
609-898-2300
www.hcsv.org

There’s adventure on the high seas aboard the Cape May
Whale Watcher, a 110-foot cruise boat that guarantees sightings
of whales and dolphins. In addition, the ship’s operators offer a
cruise to see and photograph six historic lighthouses on Delaware
Bay, complete with a buffet spread. With a capacity of 290 and onboard food service, you can bring the entire family.
In town, it’s all aboard for a Historic District Trolley
Tour, where knowledgeable guides present entertaining stories
about Cape May. At dusk, lead the gang to Sunset Beach. Adults
can watch the sun go down over the water (the only place in New
Jersey where it’s possible) and where the kids can hunt for “Cape
May diamonds,” quartz stones polished smooth by the tides.
Cape May is the southernmost tip of New Jersey and it’s
also the tip of the iceberg when it comes to places to visit along the
Atlantic coast in the Southern
Shore Region. A drive north
from Cape May will bring you
to The Wildwoods, home to
an amazing boardwalk, 37 city
blocks long, with an almost
endless array of amusements.
They include Morey’s Piers,
one of America’s top-ranked
amusement and theme parks.
Morey’s features three amusement piers and two waterparks
that together offer visitors 89
rides and 90 concessions.

Victorian charm in Cape May.



The Wildwood boardwalk.

