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parks, plazas & monuments

Governor Brendan t. Byrne plaza
Born and raised in West Orange, Brendan T. Byrne served as 
Essex County Prosecutor from 1959 to 1969 and New Jersey 
Governor from 1974 to 1982. Dedicated in 2008.  

GoVernment CompleX

essex County Hall of records
The Hall of Records opened in 1927 and provides space for many of the administrative 
and constitutional functions of Essex County. It was designed by the firm of Guilbert & 
Betelle, which created many significant public schools and civic structures in the North-
east. The Hall of Records was created as a complement to the Historic Essex County 
Courthouse located across King Boulevard. 

Historical features of its first floor lobby were restored in 2003.

GoVernment BuildinGs WelCome
to tHe esseX County  
GoVernment CompleX

Major changes have been made 
to improve access, make our 
buildings easier to navigate, bring 
our facilities into the 21st century 
and enhance safety for jurors, 
visitors and employees. We have 
modernized office space, provided 
comfortable jury accommodations, 
and created much-needed open 
space.  All of these upgrades make 
our government more welcoming and improve our 
service to our residents.

We hope you enjoy your visit and take the time 
to relax in our park and plazas, admire the beauty 
and grandeur of our Historic Courthouse and learn 
about the people who have contributed to making 
Essex County the great place it is today.

Together, we will continue Putting Essex County First.

esseX County GoVernment CompleX a Center of public services,  architectural Beauty and Historic importance 

Charles F. Cummings memorial
As the official Newark historian, Charles F. Cummings con-
tributed an extraordinary amount of time to raise awareness 
about the city’s unique place in history. Dedicated in 2008. 

“the seated lincoln” statue
Created by artist Gutzon Borglum, the statue of Abraham Lin-
coln was added to the County site in 1911 and restored as 
part of the Historic Courthouse Renovation in 2004.

Joseph p. lordi plaza
The land on which the Historic Essex County Courthouse is 
located is named in honor of Joseph P. Lordi. He was sworn 
in as Essex County Prosecutor in 1968 and fought organized 
crime. Dedicated in 1984.

rosa parks plaza
Rosa Parks refused to give up her bus seat to a white passen-
ger in Alabama. Her brave actions in 1955 led to the start of 
the Civil Rights movement. Dedicated in 2006.

Congressman donald m. payne plaza
Donald M. Payne served as a Newark Councilman and Es-
sex County Freeholder before being elected to represent the 
10th Congressional District in 1988, thus becoming New Jer-
sey’s first  African-American Congressman. Dedicated 2008. 

essex County Veterans memorial park
An antiquated parking garage was razed and the site was re-
developed into a 2.7-acre park. The park honors the men and 
women who have defended our country and is the first coun-
ty park developed in the last 80 years. Dedicated in 2009.

essex County College
The two-year public community college 
was founded in 1966 and offers close to 
70 majors and 564 classes. The 835-car 
facility was opened in August 2008. 

eduCational institutions

essex County newark tech
Opened in 1970, the school has an 
enrollment of 800. For almost 30 years, the 
school operated without a gymnasium or 
auditorium, until a multi-purpose facility was 
constructed. Dedicated in 2007. 

Historic essex County Courthouse
The Historic Essex County Courthouse was designed by Cass Gilbert and opened in 
1906. Under DiVincenzo’s leadership, a restoration project to preserve and modernize 
the Courthouse was completed. Construction work was finished in just 24 months and 
the building was reopened for Court use in April 2005. It is listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.

Civil Court proceedings are held in this building.

essex County Veterans Courthouse
Opened in 1970, the Courthouse was renamed in 2006 for the men and women who 
have bravely fought for our country. Few improvements were made to the building until 
2006 when a program to modernize the facility was undertaken. New offices, jury ac-
commodations and a public entrance are among the many upgrades.

Criminal Court proceedings are held in this building.

essex County leroy F. smith, Jr. public safety Building
The Essex County LeRoy F. Smith, Jr. Public Safety Building, dedicated in 2008, was 
named after LeRoy F. Smith, Jr., who served as Associate Director of Emergency Medi-
cal Services at UMDNJ for 38 years until he retired in 2007. The building, a former jail, is 
currently undergoing a comprehensive renovation. When completed it will house judges’ 
chambers for the NJ Appellate Division and offices for the Essex County Superinten-
dent of Schools, Essex County Vocational Technical School Administration, Essex County 
Improvement Authority, Essex County Utilities Authority, and the Bureau of Narcotics 
for the Prosecutor’s and Sheriff ’s Offices.

LeRoy F. Smith, Jr.

essex County parking Garage  
and Jurors lot
This 1,000-car structure and renovated surface parking lot with 500 
spaces provide accommodations for jurors, visitors and employees. Con-
struction of the parking facility was funded with a grant from the NJ De-
partment of Transportation. Opened October 28, 2008. 
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